Role development of the clinical nurse specialist within the Indian Health Service.
The clinical nurse specialist is employed in many health care facilities to improve patient care. One service unit of the Indian Health Service has expressed interest in the development of this role. At the present time, there are no advanced practitioners within this facility. Development, as well as implementation of the role, must be based on the cultural and health care needs of the Indian people. This paper discusses development of the role of perioperative clinical nurse specialist, based on personal experience, at a service unit providing health care to a large tribe of American Indians in the Southwestern United States. Examples of care incorporating cultural practices, are used to illustrate the practice of the perioperative specialist within the Indian Health Service. The nursing process is used to organize the development of the role.